M 


vox,,  u*. 


“  PROVE  ALL  THINGS}  HOLD  FAST  THAT  WHICH  IS  GOOD.” - ST.  PAUL. 


UTICA,  N.  Y.  AP&IU  35,  1839. 


CommitnicatioRK. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine, 
I.^TTER  TO  REV.  S.  C.  AIKIN, 

Poitor  of  the  Pint  Presbyterian  Church  in  Utica. 

NO.  II. 

Dear  Sir — I  again  resume  the  delight¬ 
ful  duty  of  addressing  you  on  the  all-im¬ 
portant  subject  of  your  conversion,  and 
would  here  observe  that  my  hopes  of  suc¬ 
cess  in  this  arduous  undertaking  have 
been  greatly  strengthened  since  1  wrote  my 
introductory  letter.  Indeed,  that  letter 
was  far  more  successful  than  I  could  ra¬ 
tionally  have  anticipated,  under  existing 
circumstances-  For  it  had  the  effect  to 
make  many  of  your  most  devoted  follow¬ 
ers  and  some  of  the  leading  Finneyites 

exceedingly  mad:”  and  this  you  know 
is  with  your  great  prototype,  Mr.  Fin 
ney,  a  sure  prelude  to  conversion  ;  so  that 
I  have  strong  hopes  (not  of  you  only, 
but)  of  the  conversion  of  the  principal 
and  leading  members  of  your  church. 
For  who  can  doubt,  from  your  Brother 
Finney’s  extensive  acquaintance  with  hu¬ 
man  nature,  the  egrreotness  of  his  judg¬ 
ment  as  to  the  sgrnptoms  of  conversion!  or 
that  he  is  right,  when  he  calculates  that 
if  he  can  get  people  ungovernably  wrathy', 
so  that  they  will  say  and  do  things  lor 
which  they  will  feel  guilt  and  remorse  of 
conscience,  he  can  then  urge  successfully 
the  doctrine  of  total  depravity,  persuade 
them  that  their  anger  proceeded  from  the 
‘^natural  corruptions  of  their  hearts” 
and  their  “  enmity  to  God  and  religion,” 
and  thus  spread  his  net  over  and  convert 
them?  And  now.  Dear  Sir,  who  can  tell 
but  that  these  same  members  of  your 
church,  who  are  so  angry  just  before 
their  conversion,  will,  vidien  they  come 
to  know  and  feel  the  })ower  of  divine  truth 
in  their  hearts,  render  me  great  and  in¬ 
calculable  service  in  my  benevolent  un¬ 
dertaking,  and  thus  greatly  accelerate 
the  conversion  of  their  present  much 
loved  Pastor  ?  For  I  cannot  believe  you 
will  have  the  hardihood  to  stand  out  a 
great  while,  or  be  very  stout-hearted 
against  the  truth,  after  all  of  your  prin¬ 
cipal  supporters  shall  have  left  their  seats 
in  your  church  for  want  of  the  “  bread 
of  life,”  and  begin  to  admonish  you  to 
forsake  a  system  as  rotten  as  jours  is, 
which  although  “it  may  do. to  Hvehj, 
will  not  answer  to  die  by.” 

But  really,  Dear  Sir,  it  is  somewhat 
surprising  that  your  friends  should  any 


of  them  have  got  so  indignant  at  roe, 
(however  much  good  may  result  from  it,) 
merely  for  undertaking  to  effect  your 
conversion,  in  the  way  1  have.  For 
surely  notliing  unfriendly — nothing  but 
what  breathed  the  most  entire  good  will 
and  benevolence  to  you— was  manifested 
in  my  first  letter;  nor  do  I  intend  any 
thing  in  this  or  any  future  number  that 
shall  indicate  a  want  of  the  most  pure 
and  disinterested  friendship.  Why,  my 
Dear  Sir,  your  friends  were  generally 
very  much  pleased  with  your  conversion 
three  years  ago,  under  Mr.  Finney;  and 
why  should  the^  be  displeased  withal 
prospect  nf  a  similar  event  now?  for  sure- 1 
ly  it  must  be  full  as  desirable  now  as 
then.  When  you,  and  Mr.  Lansing,  of 
Auborn,  and  several  other  orthodox  cler¬ 
gymen  in  this  region, after  having  preach¬ 
ed  and  been  settled  pastors  of  churches 
10, 15,  or  20  years,  confessed  (^s  I  have 
been  told  you  did)  that  you  “had  never 
been  converted — had  never  known  what 
true  religion  was  till  Brother  Finney  i 
came  along,  expounded  the  way  more 
perfectly  unto  you,  and  brought  you  to 
feel  yourselves,  for  the  first  time,  the 
happy  subjects  of  renewing  grace,”  or 
nmrds  to  that  effect;  your  warmest  friends 
were  well  pleased,  and  said  one  to  ano¬ 
ther,  “  tlien  hath  God  granted  to  our  be¬ 
loved  pastor  also  repentance  unto  life.” 
And  yet,  now,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
those  very  friends  appear  to  be  afraid  of 
your  being  converted  a  second  time!  By 
the  way,  1  would  observe,  you  ought  to 
be  very  modest  in  your  pretensions,  and 
very  diffident  of  your  judgment  as  to  the 

fenuineness  of  your  conversion  under 
If.  Finney:  for  if  you  preached  ISyears 
or  more  under  the  deceptive  impression 
that  you  had  been  converted  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  truth,  and  afterwards  disco¬ 
vered  that  you  had  not,  but  had  been  de¬ 
ceived  all  this  time,  you  ought  not  to  be 
very  sanguine  in  the  opinion  tliat  your 
last  conversion  was  not  likewise  spuri¬ 
ous.  1  am  as  well  satisfied  that  it  was, 
and  that  you  need  another  conversion,  as 
I  am  that  you  are  Pastor  of  the  1st  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  in  the  village  of  Utica. 
And  as  soon  as  I  can  get  you  to  begin  to 
distrust  the  genuineness  of  that  conver¬ 
sion,  I  shall  think  myself  in  a  fair  way 
of  soon  obtaining  my  object 
I  will  now  attend  to  what  I  promised 
in  my  first  letter,  viz.  to  give  you  some 
advise  and.  admonitions  against  yielding 


to  the  influence  of  popular  names,  such 
as  those  of  Drs-  Ely,  Beecher  and  others, 
in  endeavoring  to  obtain  objects  beyond 
your  reach,  or  w'hich,  if  attained,  would 
be  most  disastrous  in  their  consequences. 
Now,  friend  Aikin,  were  you  really  in 
league  with  Dr.  Ely,  in  endeavoring  to 
prepare  and  incite  the  public  mind  for 
the  Union  of  Church  and  State?  and 
were  you  and  he  the  appoinied  organs  of 
your  party  to  communicate  the  scheme  to 
the  public,  simultaneously,  he  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  you  in  Utica?  Your  lan¬ 
guage  and  his,  used  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1827,  are  so  perfectly  synonymous  that 
it  would  induce  the  belief,  (if  you  were 
not  above  suspicion,)  that  it  was  a  pre¬ 
concerted  plan  between  you,  to  take  that 
time  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  the 
event  above  named.  You  and  he  both 
seem  to  put  great  confidence  in  Sunday 
Schools  as  efficient  means  of  accomplish¬ 
ing  your  purposes.  And  it  roust  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  such  is  tlie  human  mind, 
that,  generally,  “just  as  the  twig  is  bent, 
the  tree’s  inclined;”  so  that  in  this  you 
discovered  considerable  foresight.  You 
say  you  “have  been  surprised  to  seethe 
apathy  of  our  enlightened  statesmen  on 
the  subject  of  Sunday  Schools;  surprised 
that  they  look  upon  them  only  as  reUgUntt 
institutions  when  it  is  so  plain  that  their 
political  energy  must  very  soon,  if  it  in¬ 
creases  with  the  same  ratio  it  has  for  fif¬ 
teen  years  past,  totally  regenerate  our 
legislatures  and  the  very  halls  of  Congress.*' 
You  however  seem  rather  to  rejoice  in 
this  apathy,  and  to  exult  in  the  certainty 
of  success  in  your  plans  by  its  existence 
among  enlightened  statesmen-  (Of  course 
“  enlightened  statesmen”  wohld  oppose 
you.)  You  say  “  in  such  cases  it  is  well 
that  this  blind  apathy  exists,  for  instead 
of  it,  there  might  have  been  opposition: 
but  it  is  now  too  late  to  oppose.  It  has 
been  wisely  ordered  by  divine  Provinence 
that  this  little  rivulet  should  silently 
flow  along  until  it  has  acquired  the 
strength  ai^  rogjesty  of  the  ocean.”  |t 
is  not  difficult  to  determine  what  is  meant 
by  the  **  regeneration**  of  our  legislatures 
and  halls  of  congress,  even  from  your  own 
statements.  But  the  desi^s  of  your 
party  are  rendered  if  possible  still  more 
indubitable  by  the  Philadelphian  Doctor. 

Dr,  Ely  says,  “  I  propose,  fellow  citi¬ 
zens,  a  new  sort  of  unio^  or  if  yon 
please,  a  Christian  party  in  politics.  *  * 
I  am  free  to  avow  that,  ether  things  being 
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equal,  I  would  prefer  for  my  chief  magis¬ 
trate,  and  judge,  &  ruler,  a  sound  Presbyt¬ 
erian.  *  •  Our  Presidents,  secretaries  of 
government,  senators,  representatives  in 
congress,  governors  of  states,  judges,  state 
legislatures,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  city 
magistrates,  are  just  as  much  bound  as 
any  other  persons  in  the  United  States,  to 
be  Orthodox  in  their  faith.  *  *  The  Pres¬ 
byterians  alone  could  i)Tiiig  half  a  million 
of  electors  into  the  field.  *  *  The  elect¬ 
ors  of  these  five  classes  (of  Orthodox  sects 
named)  united  in  the  sole  requisition  of 
apparent  friendship  to  Christianity  in  ev¬ 
ery  candidate  for  office  whom  they  will 
support,  could  govern  every  pubtie  election 
in  our  country.**  It  will  be  objected 
that  my  plan  of  a  truly  Christian  party  in 
politics,  will  make  hypocrites.  We  are  not 
.answerable  for  their  hypocrisy,  if  it  does.” 
Again  he  says  in  an  appendix  to  his  re¬ 
port  of  the  A.  S.  S.  U.:^“  /n  tenyears^ 
or  certainly  in  twenty,  the  political  power 
of  our  country  would  be  in  the  hands  of 
men  whose  characters  have  been  formed  un. 
der  the  influence  of  Sabbath  Schools.'*' 
Thus  you  and  Dr.  Ely  seem  to  antici¬ 
pate  glorious  times  when  your  “Christian 
party  in  politics”  shall  come  into  power 
and  “totally  regenerate  our  legislatures 
and  the  very  halls  of  congress when 
the  salutary  restraints  of  an  Orthodox  In¬ 
quisition  shall  compel  all  to  become  “sound 

Presbyterians”  or  “  hypocrites,”  and - 

-—but  I  ffirbear — the  picture  is  too  re- 
voltixig  to  dwell  on.  O,  for  shame,  friend 
.\ikin  !  Can  you  and  the  Doctor  be  so 
Ibolish  «sto  think  of  making  all  of  the  in¬ 
telligent  and  enlightened  people  in  this 
country  '•'‘sound  Presbyterians*’!  or  even 
of  bringing  them  so  near  it  as  to  make 
them  all  “  hypocrites  ”?  If  you  are,  I 
sincerely  pity  you.  But  pause  a  moment, 
dear  sir,  while  I  ask  you,  if  it  is  not  bare¬ 
ly  possible  that  you  are  deceived  and 
blinded  by  the  love  o(  jrapularity  and  the 
influence  of  great  names  ?  Suppose  you 
should  succeed  in  your  undertaking — of 
which  I  think  there  is  but  very  Kttle  pros¬ 
pect — but  suppose  you  should,  are  you 
certain  you  would  not  afterwaid's  repent 
of  it.^  You  "have  children — suppose  after 
you  had  succeeded  in  getting  an  inquisi¬ 
tion  established  in  this  country,  with  alt 
the  appendages  of  terror  and  torture  that 
ever  characterised  that  dreadful  engine  of 
priestly  power  in  Spain,  that  you  should 
discover  in  your  old  age  that  one'  of  your 
own  children  had  renounced  the  b^a- 
f»us  dogmas  of  your  creedi^  and  embraced 
the.mild  and  benevolent  religion  of  the 
4^spel,  the  belief  that  God  is  the  Sav¬ 
our  of  all  men,”  good  unto  all,  and  his 
‘tender  mercies  over  all  his  works,”  and 
4n  consequence  should  have  to  feel  the 
tortures  of  that  dreadful  engine — ^wbat,  I 
ask;  would  be  your  feelings  as  a  father  I 


Would  they  not  be  indescribable?  Would 
not  the  sight,  with  the  reflection  that  you 
had  been  instrumental,  however  unwit¬ 
tingly,  in  paving  the  w'ay  for  his  suffer¬ 
ings,  bring  down  your  gray  hairs  with  soN 
row  to  the  grave  ?  Such  things,  sir,  are 
not  impossible,  nor,  indeed  improbable,  if 
you  and  Doctor  Ely  should  succeed ;  for 
I  have  often  kno^vn  tlie  sons  of  Orthodox 
clergymen  (and  I  apprehend  the  instan¬ 
ces  will  be  more  frequent  hereafter  than 
they  have  ever  yet  been)  to  embrace  the 
truth  as  it  is  Jesus,  and  come  out  boldly 
in  vindication  of  the  doctrine  of  Universal 
Salvation. 

A  few  words  in  reference  to  Dr.  Bee¬ 
cher,  to  whose  case  I  have  befbre  advert-  j 
ed.  Though  he  seems  to  oppose  you  and 
I  your  brothers  Finney  and  Ely  in  some 
things,  yet  the  discerning  part  of  commu- 
[  nity  can  discover  that  he  is  virtually  seek* 
ing  the  same  object ;  though  he  has  had 
art  and  cunning  enough  about  him,  till  of 
late,  to  keep  his  designs  covered  from  the 
generality  of  the  people.  While  he  pub¬ 
licly  declaims  against  the  union  of  church 
and  state,  saying,  “let  there  he  no  favorit¬ 
ism  of  the  civil  power  for  one  denomina¬ 
tion  of  Christians  against  another,  or  for 
one  error  against  another,  or  for  error  a- 
gainst  the  truth,  or  for  truth  against  er¬ 
ror.  An  0]>en  field  and  fair  play  is  all  we 
ask.”  Yet  this  same  Dr.  Beecher  (if  the 
report  be  true,  as  I  conclude  it  is,  that  he 
wrote  the  “Review”  of  Col.  Johnson’s 
Report  in  the  Senate  on  Sunday  mails, 
which  first  appeared  in  the  “  Spirit  of  the 
Pilgrims,”  and  has  since  been  republished 
in  this  village)  now  comes  out  in  the  most ' 
bitter  vituperation  against  the  Senate  of 
the  U.  S.  for  refusing  to  become  sectarian 
partisans,  and  uniting  with  him  and  his 
coadjutors,  in  the  /ci/a?  support  of  (what 
he  calls)  “  truth  against  error.”  Though 
he  would  doubtless  disclaim  this  motive, 
yet  I  think  it  too  apparent,  through  the 
whole  of  his  review,  to  be  doubted  for  one 
moment.  In  this,  as  well  as  other  late 
productions  from  him.  Dr.  B.  discovers 
that  he  is  not  a  whit  behind  the  very  chief- 
est  of  you,  in  the  cliurch-and-state-uniting 
project. 

In  regard  to  Unitarianism  and  Univer- 
salism,  Dr.  Beecher  has  called  into  requi¬ 
sition  his  “  giant  powers,”  and  thought 
to  put  them  down,  sans  ceremonie  ;  but  he 
has  completely  failed,  and  fallen  into  a  pit  ^ 
I  so  deep  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  extri¬ 
cate  himself  without  help  ;  and  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  he  can  be  helped  out. 
When  the  Unitarians  of  Boston  charged 
the  doctrine  of  infant  damnation  home  to 
its  legitimate  parent,  Calvinism,  the  Doc¬ 
tor  came  out  in  great  wrath,  denounced  I 
them  as  calumniators,  and  boldly  denied  | 
that  it  i«,or  ever  was, a  doctrive  of  Calvin¬ 
ism.  The  Unitarians  then  adduced  iuuu-  j 


merable  testimonies  from  the  writings  of 
Calvin  himself,  and  all  his  most  eminent 
followers,  proving  incantestibly  that  “  in¬ 
fant  damnation”  was  an  essential  and  fun¬ 
damental  doctrine  of  Calvinism,  and  bro’t 
home  to  the  Doctor  the  charge  of  criminal 
ignorance  or  willful  falsehood,  so  well  sus¬ 
tained,  that  he  is  now  in  such  a  quandary 
he  hardly  knows  which  end  is  uppermost. 
Little  more  than  a  year  since,  the  Doctor 
delivered  a  course  of  lectures  against  Uni- 
versalism,  which  he  promised  publicly 
should  appear  from  the  press  :  Universal- 
ists  waited  a  suitable  time  with  fond  ex¬ 
pectation  of  seeing  him  redeem  his  prom¬ 
ise  ;  but  they  waited  in  vain.  They  have 
of  late  repeatedly  called  for  their  publi¬ 
cation,  but  he  still  declines,  and  is  “silent 
t  as  the  house  of  death”  on  the  subject. — 
Last  fall  Mr.  Balfour  was  present  when 
!  Dr.  Beecher  delivered  a  discourse  on  “the 
Rich  man  and  Lazurus,”  in  which  he 
made  statements  concerning  the  word  ren¬ 
dered  hell  in  that  passage,  of  which  he  was 
totally  and  inexcusably  ignorant ;  or  else 
(what  is  worse)  he  meant  to  state  what 
was  false.  Mr.  Balfour  called  on  him 
for  a  copy  of  the  sermon,  offered  him  a 
handsome  compensation  for  it,  and  Mr. 
■\\Tiittemore  offered  to  publish  1000  copies 
of  it  for  gratuitous  distribution,  if  he  would 
consent  to  its  publication.  But  no:  he 
dare  not  let  his  ideas  and  statements  be 
put  in  print  and  spread  out  before  the  eye 
of  an  enlightened  public.  So  that  after  all 
his  clamor  and  threats  against  liberal  Chris¬ 
tians,  the  Doctor  is  himself  fairly  down, 
and  I  would  here  admonish  you  against 
falling  into  his  errors,  lest  you  should  share 
his  fate. 

There  are  some  other  things  in  regard 
to  Dr.  Beecher,  Mr.  Nettleton,  Mr.  Bee- 
man  of  Troy,  Mr.  Finney  and  yourself, 
that  1  desigued  to  have  noticed,  for  your 
benefit,  in  this  letter,  but  want  of  time 
and  room  compels  me  to  omit  them  till  a 
future  number.  In  the  mean  time,  dear 
sir,  I  entreat  you  to  think  and  meditate 
on  what  I  have  said.  “  Quench  not  the 
spirit — Despise  not  prophesyings.” 

With  respect  and  afiection,  I  am 

Yours,  &c.  D.  S. 

P.  S. — I  shall  hereafter  satisfirctorily 
explain  to  you  my  reasons  for  adopting  the 
particular  style  that  I  have  in  these  letters, 
I  would  have  done  it  in  this,  hut  I  appre¬ 
hend  a  number  of  your  friends  (if  not 
indeed  yourself )  are  “  under  conviction;  ’’ 
and  fear  it  would  check  the  work  of  .grace 
in  their  hearts  before  it  should  be  tho¬ 
roughly  accomplished;  knowing  that  “the. 
wrath  of  man  shall  praise”  the  Lord. 
‘  ‘  and  the  remainder  of  wrath  ho  will  res¬ 
train.” 

p.  S. 
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For  the  Evangelical  Magazine, 
Bhother  Skinner— There  is  r  kind 
of  indolence  in  relation  to  many  subjects 
which  is  common  to  a  large  portion  of  man¬ 
kind.  who  are  prone  to  adopt  the  senti¬ 
ments  ol  their  party ‘without  much  exam¬ 
ination.  These,  though  almost  universal 
sceptics,  will  take  fur  granted  the  most 
glaring  adsurdities,  ancTpredicate  them 
on  the  sole  authority  of  some  man  who 
has  written  much  and  made  a  great  noise 
in  the  world,  some  one  or  two  hundred 
years  ago.  Such  writings  not  being  re¬ 
vised,  but  deemed  nearly,  if  not  (\uite, 
infallible,  we  have  them  as  they  were  first 
presented  to  the  public;  and  every  man 
may  be  his  own  reader  and  judge.  _  Eve¬ 
ry  man  will  have  some  kind  ot  religion; 
but,  then,  that  of  his  neighbor  is  always 
wrong.  And  wrong  though  it  must  be, 
it  is  so  because  it  difiers  from  his  own, 
and  not  because  he  understands  eitlier  or 
has  compared  their  claims.  This  kind 
of  religionists  (and  tliey  are  often  as  en¬ 
thusiastic  as  any  other)  will  always  be 
most  pleased  with  those  writings  which 
aim  to  pull  down  every  thing  and  estab¬ 
lish  nothing.  These  productions  they 
will  eagerly  read,  which  were  written 
perhaps  a  century  or  more  since,  against 
the  grossest  corruptions  that  ever  dis¬ 
graced  or  degraded  any  people,and,  judg¬ 
ing  from  the  impurity  of  the  hands,  and 
the  absurdity  of  the  creeds  through  which 
what  is  called  Christianity  was  handed 
to  the  multitude,  the  whole  is  rejected 
without  scruple.  This  work  of  destruc¬ 
tion  being  accomplished  and  approved, 
no  subsequent  improvement  in  the  sci¬ 
ence  of  Christianity  can  make  amends 
for  ancient  fraud,  falsehood,  and  folly, 
but  must  sulimit  to  the  same  fate. 

Now  if  this  course  be  justifiable,  it  will 
equally  justify  the  rejection  of  all  im- 

rtrovements  in  every  science.  For  doubt- 
ess  the /acts  by  which  any  science  is  im¬ 
proved  have  an  existence  independent  of 
the  discoverer,  and  need  only  to  be  sought 
out  and  systematised.  This  is  true  of 
Christianity.  Tlie  book  of  nature  and 
providence,  what  some  call  the  only  pro¬ 
per  word  of  God,  is  said  to  be  sufficient¬ 
ly  plain,  from  the  sciences  it  furnishes, 
aided  by  reason,  to  instruct  mankind  in 
all  proper  and  necessary  faith  and  prac¬ 
tice.  I  own,  that  nature  is  a  valuable 
source  of  information,  bat  still  it  is 
complex  in  many  parts,  though  not  en¬ 
tirely  rejected  on  that  account,  1  think, 
'by  any.  It  will  be  allowed  complex  from 
the  variety  of  opinions  ot  what  it  teaches. 
In  primitive  times  it  was  held,  that  the 
eternal  power,  dominion  and  providence 
of  God,  could  be  clearly  perceived  by  the 
things  that  are  made.  And  most  people 
in  the  present  ,  whether  Christians  or 
Infidels,  argue  frpjn  these  premises  to 


prove  the  being  of  a  God.  Tlie  evidence, 
to  me,  which  nature  furnishes,  is  suffi¬ 
cient  fur  this  purpose.  But  in  modern 
times,  to  some  at  least,  nature  is  nut  able 
to  originate  the  idea  of  a  God,  much  less, 
to  such,  is  it  able  to  prove  there  is  one. 
Perhaps,  to  persons  of  this  critical  turn 
and  penetration  of  mind,  an  Otrerg  could 
not  originate  the  idea  of  an  artificer,  nor 
prove,  that  it  had  a  maker!! 

Should  I  be  so  exquisitely  kind  and 
flattering  as  to  write  solely  for  those  who 
depend  on  their  own  reflections,  and  the 
study  of  nature  for  tlieir  information,  and 
by  tJiis  means  essay  to  lead  them  **  thro’ 
nature  up  to  nature's  tliey  might 

think  my  particular  attention  to  them  a 
proof  of  my  extreme  good  will,  and  pre- 
ossess  them  greatly  in  my  favor.  Should 
succeed  in  thus  proselyting  them, which 
I  should  expect,  to  a  certain  extent,  1 
would  endeavor  to  keep  them  in  the  de¬ 
lightful  study  and  contemplation  of  the 
beauty,  order  and  harmony  of  the  Crea¬ 
tor’s  works,  so  as  to  lead  them  to  a  rational 
belief  and  confidence  in  nature's  God," 
who  is  the  Father  of  our  spirits.  But  if, 
after  I  had  gained  the  confidence  of  my 
readers,  I  should  tell  them  their  study  is 
so  barren  of  evidence  as  not  to  be  able 
to  originate  the  idea  of  God  myself,  they 
might  either  adopt  my  opinion,  or  think 
me  a  blind  guide  and  not  care  much  for 
my  proffered  assistance.  Should  I  again 
call  nature  the  “word  of  God,  simple  and 
easy  to  be  understood,  by  all,  and  with 
almost  enthusiasm  recommend  its  study, 

I  should  expect  to  confound  some  of  them 
with  my  logic.  “What!  nature  the  word 
of  God,  and  yet  not  able  to  originate  the 
idea  of  a  God!”  I  should  expect  in  that 
case  that  some  of  my  readers*  reflections 
would  be  pretty  hard  on  me,  and,  that 
they  would  continue  to  prefer  their  own 
reflections  to  any  thing  that  1  might  offer. 
But  it  would  not  do  to  let  any  thing  slip 
that  would  convict  me  of  .\thcisin  in  the 
esteem  of  my  readers.  Hence  I  would 
tell  them  I  believe  in  a  God,  but  tliat  1 
take  my  belief  from  the  scriptures;  that 
is,  from  those  writings  which  are  inspired; 
without  which  the  idea  of  a  God  could 
not  have  been  originated;  for  nature' 
could  not  do  this  unless  she  travelled  out! 
of  herself !  But  after  all  this  had  been 
got  along  with,  and  satisfaction  had  been 
gtven  by  making  several  quotations  from 
the  Old  Testament,  proving,  that  Jeho¬ 
vah  is  good  and  merciful  to  all,  &c.  from 
which  his  existence,  of  course,  is  infer¬ 
red,  should  I  tell  my  reflecting  readers, 
that  I  consider  no  part  of  the  Bible  in- 
^ired  but  the  doctrinal  part  of  the  New 
Testament,  I  should  consider  my  consis¬ 
tency  would  occupy  a  very  conspicuous 
place,  and,  that  my  readers  would  sup¬ 
pose  1  depended  much  on  their  credulty, 


or  had  forgotten  myself,  and  roy  object. 

What!  must  %ve  consider  the  holy  pro¬ 
phets  of  God  who  hu?e  spoken  of  the  re¬ 
stitution  of  ail  things  by  Christ,  as^ere 
pretenders  and  imposters!  They  pro¬ 
fessed  to  be  inspired,  and  spoke  accord¬ 
ingly.  Christ  and  his  apostles  recognised 
their  sayings  as  prophetic,  and  as  being 
fulfilled  in  their  day.  If  the  prophets 
were  not  inspired,  Christ  and  his  apostles 
were  mistaken;  and  what  confidence, 
therefore,  can  we  place  in  the  iloctrinai 
part  of  the  New  Testament!  Besides, 
the  world,  for  above  four  thousand  years 
had  no  God.  Nature  could  not  originate 
the  idea,  and  there  was  no  inspirationi 
Vet  in  those  times  the  people  seem  to 
have  spoken  of  God  as  we  do  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  day!!  Is  it  not  very  uncertain 
whether  tradition  alone  could  transmit  a 
consistent  idea  of  a  God?  Were  the  pa- 
tfiarchs  inspired,  whose  history  Moses 
relates?  What  evidence  have  we  to  be¬ 
lieve  this,  more  than,  that  the  word  of 
the  Lord  came  to  the  prophets!  If  this 
be  not  admitted,  the  most  sacred  charac¬ 
ters  in  the  doctrinal  parts  of  the  New 
Testament  are  guilty  of  the  grossest  de¬ 
ception,  or  they  were  deceived  them¬ 
selves.  And  either  conclusion  would 
annihilate  our  confidence  in  their  doc¬ 
trine.  ” 

I  do  not  say.  that  in  such  a  course  my 
object  would  be  the  destruction  of  all  ra¬ 
tional  faith  and  evidence;  but  on  review, 

I  should  think  it  might  lead  to  this,  es¬ 
pecially  with  those  who  might  not  possess 
sagacity  enough  to  see  my  contradictions'! 
From  such  chaos  I  should  despair  of  bring¬ 
ing  any  thing  like  order! 

I  consider  no  man  blameble  for  not  be¬ 
lieving  as  much  as  I  do.  But  I  should 
not  think  it  difficult  for  any  man  to  be¬ 
lieve  as  much  and  vastly  more,  who  can 
believe  the  plainest  contradictions  and, 
absurdities.  Since  the  doctrines  of  the 
Bible  have  been  explained  and  defended 
by  Universalists,  hundreds  of  the  most 
philanthropic  members  of  community 
who  had  honestly  rejected  the  jargon  of 
the  priests  and  with  it  the  scriptures, 
have  been  convinced  of  their  truth,  and 
become  their  ablest  defenders.  The 
course  heretofore  pursued  has  been  satis¬ 
factory,  for  the  most  part,  because  it  has 
been  plain  and  consistent;  though  tfaii 
subject  is  far  from  being  exhausted, — . 
There  is  still  room  for  improvement.  Jf 
we  begin  to  lop  off  from  the  doctrines  of 
revelation  by  piece-meal,  to  meet  the 
fancy  of  every  conceited  objector,  we 
might  as  well  make  short  work  of  it,  and 
yield  the  whole  at  once.  I  know  of  no 
Universalist  who  believes  every  word  in 
the  Bible  to  be  inspired;  but  1  have  al¬ 
ways  understood,  that,  as  a  body  of 
Christians,  they  believe  the  pro^ffietic. 
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'wtil  hbkl  a  plate  ametig  the  Christian 
denofninations  ef  this  country.  Bat  as  a 
a  people,  they  are  not  eren  now  saffi- 
ciently  aware  of  the  station  they  are  to 
fill,  and  the  influence  they  afe  destined 
to  exert  in  society.  A  knowledge  of 
their  progress,  their  numbers  and  their  re¬ 
sources  cannot  fail  of  ins'piringthem  with 
new  incentives  to  faithfulness;  while  at 
the  same  time,  it  must  have  a  tendency 
to  secure  the  respect  of  other  denomina¬ 
tions. 

It  is  intended,  In  a  series  of  numhers, 
to  show  when,  and  by  whom, the  doctrine 
of  Universalism  was  introdubed  into  the 
state  of  New -'York--the  mannerin  which 
the  sentiment  was  received,  and  the  tem¬ 
per  of  its  opposers—^the  progress  which 
it  has  made  in  particular  instances,  and 
its  gradual  and  general  advancement. — 


my  mind  of  all  rational  souls  or  spirits 
that  God  has  made,  being  eventually 
saved  from  sin  and  misery.  But  the 
grand  question  with  me  is,  whether  eve¬ 
ry  man  has  a  rational  soul  of  sufficient 
substance  to  be  susceptable  of  salvation r 
Bven  Omnipotence  cannot  save  what  has 
no  existence.  I  term  myself  a  careful 
spectator  of  the  w^s,  actions  and  wri¬ 
tings  of  men.  Our  Lord  says  ”  By  their 
fruits  ye  sihall  know  them.”  Now,  dear 
sir,  what  evideace  have  we  that  those 
men  who  contend  forthesleepingdoctrine, 


possess  immortal  spirits,  as  the  offspring 
of  God  ?  (who  himself  is  a  Spirit.” 


If  they  had,  would  they  not  be  able  to 
discern  the  things  of  the  spirit,  as  every 
like  begets  its  own  likeness.’  Instead 
of  this,  such  people  apparently  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  invisible  part  of  the 
creation  of  God,  any  more  than  the  “cat¬ 
tle  upon  a  thousand  hills.”  And  yet 
they  may  be  great  materialists,  write 
leaned  essays  on  the  visible  works  of 
nature,  and  echo  what  they  have  seen 
and  heard  before;  so  the  inanimate  cav¬ 
ern  can  echo  words  without  knowing 
their  meaning;  the  parrot  can  sing  and 
prattle,  being  taught  so  to  do;  and  a  man 
destitute  of  an  immortal  spirit,  go  to 
school  and  learn  to  read  and  write.  But 
after  all,  what  evidence  have  we  that  he 
is  €n  o^pring  of  that  God  who  is  a  spirit, 
as  long  as  be  continues  to  deny  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  any  subordinate  spirits?  If  he, 
like  some  others,  had  an  immortal  spirit, 
would  he  not  understand  it  as  well  as 
they? 

We  read,  as  a  man  thinketh  so  is 
he.”  Is  it  possible  for  any  one  to  have 
a  soul  ami  not  know  it,  when  in  the  clear 
sunshine  of  mental  reason  he  turns  his 
thoughts  inward  in  sober  meditation? 

Now,  if  a  man  had  no  mortal  body,he 
would  naturally  think  he  had  none;  and 
why  not  by  the  same  rule,  if  one  has  no' 
immortal  spirit,  think  he  has  none,  and 
on  hearing  about  a  resurrection,  conclude 
that  the  whole  substance  of  his  being  will 
lie  and  moulder  in  the  dust  unconscious 
of  any  object,  until  some  future  day,  then 
to  be  formed  again,  a  new  man,  out  of 
the  old  dust?  And  as  it  is  natural  for 
men  to  measure  others  by  themselves, 
even  so  such  mere  animal  men,  as  they 
find  no- evidence  in  themselves  of  a  con¬ 
scious  spirit  to  survive  the  Adamic  body, 
so  they  conclude  no  person  has  as  immor¬ 
tal  soul,  to  save  or  lose.  Now  my  diffi¬ 
culty  rests  here,  so  that  if  you  can  only 
prove  that  all  men  have  souls  to  save,  or 
of  suflreient  substance  fur  that  purpose, 
your  work  is  done;,  I  shall  believe  all 
men  will  be  eventually  saved.  Fori  am 
fully  persuaded  that  no  man  of  good 
I  sense  can,  after  investigating  the  subject, 
seriously  believe  tliat  God  will  eternally 


These  particulars  will  include  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  societies  and  churches-*-the 
number  and  location  of  preachers,  and 
the  formation  and  eharacter  of  the  respec¬ 
tive  ecclesiastical  bodies,  or  associations 
instituted  for  the  purpose  of  order  and 
discipline. 

Most  of  the  preachers  whose  names 
will  appear  in  these  numbers,  are  now 
living;  of  course,  as  little  will  be  said 
respecting  them,  as  the  nature  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  will  permit.  Those  “whose  praise 
is  in  all  the  churches,”  will  be  satisfied 
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It  is  believed,  that  the  interests  of 
Universalism  demand,  at  least,  the  cqllec- 
fion  of  such  facts  and  anecdotes  relating 
to  the  rise  and  progress  of  that  doctrine 
in  the  state  of  New- York,  as  shall  furnish 
data  for  its  future  history.  We  say,  the 
state  of  New-York — because,  whatever 
connexion  is  felt  and  acknowledged,  be¬ 
tween  the  professors  of  Universalism 
liere,and  in  other  sections  of  our  common 
couiitry,  still  in  its  progress,  it  has  had 
little  or  no  dependence  on  what  was  doing 
elsewhere.  In  this  respect,  it  resembles 
a  colony  left  to  its  own  resources — it  has 
lived  by  its  own  energy — has  instituted 
its  own  regulations-^ollowed  its  own 
course — and  prospered. 

Whether  the  publication  of  the  materi¬ 
als  which  we  may  be  able  to  accumu¬ 
late,  is  entirely  proper  at  this  early  peri- 
odf  may  be  problematical — let  it  then  be 
feraembered  that  the  object  is  not  a  for¬ 
mal  history  of  Universalism. 

It  must  also  be  obvious  to  every  per¬ 
son  who  reflects  on  the  subject,  that  there 
are  a  vast  number  of  facts  In  relation  to 
the  planting  of  the  word  of  truth,  and  the 
consequent  organization  of  societies  in 
this  country,  which  can  only  be  obtained 
from  the  present  generation.  The  death 
of  'the  actors,  will  extinguish  the  know- 
ttsdge  and  the  memory  of  many  events — 
which  if  net  of  permanent  importance, 
may  still  be  highly  useful  as  illustrative 
of  individual  character,  or  of  the  temper 
and  spirit  of  the  religious  community. 

These  facts,  it  is  desirable  to  rescue 
from  oblivion;  and  especially  to  render 
them  useful — by  showing  that  with  the 
iiumblest  means,  integrity,  and  persever¬ 
ance  will  in  a  few  years  effect  very  im- 
|)Ortant  results. 

'Fhe  time  has  come  whcnUniversalistsi 


be  flattered  in  a  detail  of  facts. 

For  information  respecting  the  several 
Associations  which  were  formerly 
branches  of  the  Western  (now  Central) 
Association,  the  writer  must  depend 
much  on  the  politeness  of  the  respective 
standing  clerks.  Add  presuming  that  in 
general,  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  give 
very  particular  notices  of  the  respective 
societies  appertaining  to  each;  any  such 
aid  they  may  find  it  convenient  to  fur¬ 
nish,  will  be  duly  appreciated. 

No  apology  is  made  for  presenting  Uni- 
versalists  with  a  brief  view  of  their  own 
concerns,  since  it  comes  to  them  in  the 
cheapest  of  all  possible  forms — the  col¬ 
umns  of  a  periodical  paper,  and  is  fur¬ 
nished  without  “fee  or  reward;”  in  the 
hope,  that  by  embodying  the  primative 
materials,  a  foundation  may  be  laid  Ibr 
the  publication  at  some  future  time — of 


a  history  of  Universalism  in  the  State  of 
New-York.  S.  R.  SMITH. 

Clinton,  April  13,  1S29. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Mr.  Editor — There  is  a  ponderous  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  my  way  of  believing  your  be¬ 
nevolent  doctrine,  which  I  could  wish 
you,  or  some  of  your  correspondents,  to 
remove,  if  possible. 

There  remains  not  a  single  doubt  in 
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damn  uny  of  hia  own  offspring,  or  that 
God  ever  created  one  intelligent  sonl  for 
rndUiS  mitertf. 

N.  B.  1  do  already  believe  that  a  part 
of  mankind,  at  least,  do  possess  rational 
souls  to  be  saved  by  grace. 

A  candid  answer  to  the  above  will 
much  oblige  jours,  &c. 

SPECTATOR. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Dear  Sir — Little  did  I  think  when  1 
read  in  the  24th  No.  of  the  1st  vol.  of  the 
“  Utica  Magazine,”  a  challenge  by  the 
Rev.  James  Boyl,  (a  Presbyterian  Mis¬ 
sionary,)  to  you,  for  a  public  debate  on 
the  distinguishing  principles  of  LTniver- 
salism,  that  I  should  ever  be  a  witness 
of  his  enthusiasm-  The  Reverend  Gen¬ 
tleman  is  now  preaching  in  and  >about 
Havana,  which  is  4  miles  from  this  place. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him  preach 
in  my  own  neighborhood,  on  Wednesday 
evening  last,  on  Ecclesiastes,  viii.  11, 
which  reads  thus:  “  Because  sentence 
against  an  evil  work  is  not  executed 
speedily,  therefore  the  heart  of  the  sons 
of  men  is  fully  set  in  them  to  do  evil.” 
it  is  nut  my  object  in  this  to  give  a  detail 
of  his  discourse.  My  object  is,  to  state 
a  report  from  him,  respecting  the  chal¬ 
lenge  above  alluded  to,  which  is  brieiiy 
as  follows: — That  some  time  since,  he 
was  at  Utica  on  his  Missionary  labors, 
and  when  he  came  there  first,  there  was 
a  Universalist  preacher  there  who  had 
from  four  to  five  hundred  hearers — that 
he  gave  the  preacher  a  challenge  for  a  pub¬ 
lic  debate — that  the  preacher  declined  it, 
or  dare  not  engage  in  it — that  the  preacher 
])ublished  but  a  partf  and  misrepresented 
iiis  communication— in  short,  that  he 
conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  loose 
all  his  hearers  but  thirty  or  forty,  and 
finally  was  under  the  necessity  of  leaving 
the  place  himself!  As  they  are  about  to 
settle  Mr.  Boyl,  (who  is  considered,  by 
some,  as  an  angel  of  light,)  it  might  be 
well  to  make  known  some  facts  respect- 
him,  in  which  case  of  course  you  will  act 
your  own  judgment. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

LIBERALITY 
REMARKS. 

Like  “Patience  on  a  monument  smil¬ 
ing  at  grief,”  we  cannot  but  smile  at  the 
ludicrous  figure  Mr.  Boyl  makes  in  the 
religious  world;  though  at  the  same  time 
it  is  cause  of  grief  to  witness  such  delu¬ 
sion  and  mad  fanaticism,  or  wilful  dis¬ 
honesty,  (for  it  must  be  one  of  the  two,) 
in  one  who  assumes  to  be  a  religious 
teacher. 

What  Mr.  B’s.  votaries  at  Havana 
may  think  of  his  report  concerning  the 
•  halknge  alluded  to,  the  manner  in  which 
it  Was  treated,  and  its  fatal  results  toUnU 


versalism  in  this  place,  we  neither  know 
nor  care.  We  published  his  first  letter 
(the  challenge)  entire,  ver  betthn  et  litera¬ 
tim  ;  and  all  of  his  second,  that  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  give  the  public  a  correct  idea  of 
its  contents.  We  certainly  could  not 
misrepresent  what  was  published  just  as 
it  was  written;  and  we  said  nothing  about 
that  part  that  was  not  published,*  except¬ 
ing  merely  that  it  was  **an  attempt 
to  vindicate  himself  from  the  implications 
contained  in  our  answer.”  So  there  was 
no  misrepresentation  on  our  part.  What 
Mr.  B.  states  to  his  friends  at  Havana 
about  our  hearers  having  dwindled  away 
from  400  or  500,  to  30  or  40,  would  be 
much  nearer  the  truth  if  dirictly  reversed: 
i.  e.  if  he  had  stated  the  number  to  have 
increased  from  the  latter  to  the  former 
number.  Our  meetings  have  never  been 
one  half  as  well  attended  since  our  resi¬ 
dence  here,  as  they  have  within  the  last 
3  or  4  months.  We  have  not  vet  been 
under  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  place, 
ourself.'*'  It  seems  Mr.  B.  has  forgotten 
to  mention  to  his  friends  where  he  is  now 
laboring,  that  we  expressed  to  him  in  an¬ 
swer  to  his  challenge,  a  willingness  to 


ly  pay  it.  V  •  •  •  We  wiab  our  brother  Edi¬ 
tors  would  press  such  subjects  upon  the  comnra- 
nily.  Every  Universalist  publication  in  the 
United  States  em  and  ought  to  double  its  sub¬ 
scription  in  five  years;  and  will,  when  the  Uni- 
versaHst  public  wake  up  to  see  the  advantages 
their  periodical  publications  ofier  them.  They 
are  liKe  forts  on  the  fronudrs  of  a  country ;  they 
resist  the  assaults  of  invading  foes :  they  are  like 
the  strong  dykes  in  RoHend ;  they  prevent  the 
tremendous  fiood  of  error  and  superstition ;  in¬ 
deed,  they  are  more  than  this ;  they  are  ‘‘terrible 
as  an  army  with  banners  they  seud  a  host  of 
a^uments  into  the  enemies  territory,  to  storm 
his  bulwarks,  and  carry  dismay  to  bis  heart.— 
This  victory  is  now  won  in  part.  One  of  our 
exulting  and  self-confident  opponents  is  silen¬ 
ced-  Brethren — onward  ;  and  let  every  Uni- 
versaKst  subscribe  for  a  paper  of  bis  denomina¬ 
tion.” 


discuss  the  proposed  subject  with  either 
of  the  settled  Piesbyterian  ministers  of 
this  village;  and  that  although  they  were 
both  apprised  of  this  proposition,  they 
have  from  that  day  to  this,  remained  as 
“  silent”  on  the  subject  “as  the  house 
of  death” — and  that  our  only  reason  for 
declining  the  acceptance  of  his  challenge, 
was,  that,  if  we  disussed  the  subject  at 
all,  we  wished  to  do  it  with  a  respectable 
opponent,  and  not  with  a  crazy  man. -Ed. 


UTICA,  SATURDAY,  APRIL  26, 1829. 


Honor  virtutis  premium. — We  learn  by  the  Read¬ 
ing  (Pa.)  Chronicle,  that  the  people  of  that  bo¬ 
rough  have  discovered  and  rewarded  the  supe¬ 
rior  merits  of  the  Rev.  Charles  G.  Finney,  the 
celebrated  revival  preacher,  by  electing  him  to 
the  office  of  Comtablel 
Some  of  our  brother  Editors  are  ungenerous 
enough  to  attribute  the  bestowment  of  this  hon¬ 
orable  office  on  Mr.  Finney,  to  the  wish  of  the 
people  to  get  rid  of  bis  rant  and  noise  as  a  preach  - 
cr.  What  ingrates  they  must  be  ! 


Br.  Otis  A,  Skinner  ofWasbington  N.  11.  has 
accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Universalist  Soci¬ 
ety  in  Woburn  Ms.  to  become  its  Pastor,  and 
waste  have  commenced  his  labors  in  that  place 
on  the  first  of  the  present  month. 


ClIF.AP.NESS  OF  THE  MaGAZINE. 

Each  No.  of  the  Evangelical  Magazine  at  the 
lowest,  or  advance  price,  comes  at  lets  than  four 
cents.  The  volume,  during  the  year,  contains 
a  quantity  of  matter  equal  to  what  would  cost, 
at  the  usual  retail  price  of  single  sermons,  at 
least,  ^3,50,  or  ^4*  It  is  not  like  the  secular 
journals  of  the  day,  three  pages  filled  with  ad¬ 
vertisements,  but  all  reading  matter.  In  view 
of  the  cheap  rate  at  which  Universalist  papers 
are  now  aflbrded,  well  does  the  Editor  of  the 
Trumpet  remark  in  a  late  No.  of  that  paper, 

“Vvhat  then  is  tobinder  people  from  beingwise 
concerning  Universalism  ?  VVhat  then  is  to  hin¬ 
der  them  from  knowing  bow  fast  Societies  of 
Universaiists  arise,  and  where  they  are  located  ! 
What  can  hinder  them  from  knowing  how  fast 
Meeting  Houses  are  reared,  and  how  often  faith- 
ful  laborers  enter  the  vineyard  of  our  Lord  !  In 
a  word,  what  can  prevent  them  from  having  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  doctrine,  the  present 
condition,  and  tlie  future  prospects  of  Univer* 
salists  all  over  the  world  ?  Let  no  Universalist 
sav  be  is  too  poor  to  subscribe  for  such  a  publi¬ 
cation.  One  quarter  of  a  cent  a  day  would  near- 


Installation. — Rev.  Lemuel  Willis,  late  of 
Troy,  N.  Y.  was  publicly  installed  as  Patter  of 
the  “  New  Universalist  Sorfety  in  Salem,” 
Mass,  on  W ednesday,  the  25th  ult.  Sermon  by 
Sev.  T  Jones,  of  Gloucester,  from  2  Cor,  iv.  1, 
2.  Installing  prayer  and  delivery  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  charge,  by  Rev.  T.  G.  Farnsworth,  of 
Haverhill.  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship,  by  Rev. 
T.  F.  King,  of  Portsmouth.  Address  to  the  so¬ 
ciety  by  Rev.  S.  Cobb,  of  Malden.  We  learn 
that  the  occasion  and  services  were  unusually 
interesting.  We  pray  that  this  connexion  be¬ 
tween  the  Pastor  and  people  may  long  continue, 
and  be  the  source  of  mutual  happthess  to  botli. 


NEW  WORKS. 

‘‘The  Universalist  Preacher.-— It  published 
monthly  in  the  city  of  New-York  by  A.  C.  Tho¬ 
mas,  at  FIFTY  CENTS  per  annum.  Each 
number  contains  two  (or  more)  sermons  from 
some  Universalist  minister;  nlafciog  at  least 
THIRTY  to  the  volume.  Tbe  friends  of  libe¬ 
ral  Christianity  are  earnestly  and  respectfully  re¬ 
quested,  to  use  tbeir  ioflaence  in  obtaining  sub¬ 
scribers.” 

ITThe  Editor  of  this  paper  will  be  happy  to 
receive  and  transmit  tbe  names  of  subscribers 
for  tbe  above  work  to  its  pnblisberr 
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VniteruHat  Hymn  Bookt. — We  understand 
a^ew  and  large  edition  of  Ballou  Si  Turner^ 
Hjmn  Book,  (the  kind  used  in  the  Universal- 
ist  Society  in  this  village)  much  improved,  with 
ail  Index  oj  lubJecU  (a  great  desideratum)  has 
lately  been  published  in  Boston,  and  is  afforded 
much  cheaper  than  the  first  edition  of  that  work 
svas. 

Bra.  Sebastian  Si  Russell  Streeter  have  like- 
wisejust  published  in  Boston  an  elegant  edition 
of  a  new  Uoiversaliit  Hymn  Book,  compiled  by 
themselves,  from  the  most  approved  autliors, 
such  as  Watts,  Doddridge,  Steele,  Barbauld 
Cowper,  Moore,  Addison,  Montgomery  .Ballou, 
Pierpont,  Ware  and  others,  with  a  number  of 
original  Hymns.  The  Hymns  are  all  arranged 
in  order  according  to  their  respective  subjects. 
The  volume  contains  550  hymns  and  more  than 
400  pages.  It  is  afforded  at  63  cents  single ;  ^5 
per  dozen ;  ^40  per  hundred.  It  is  spoken  of 
as  decidedly  the  best  compilation  ever  published 
for  the  use  of  Universalists. 

Br.  A.  C.  Thomas  of  New-York  proposes  pub¬ 
lishing  an  abridged  edition  of  T.  South  wood 
Smith’s  excellent  Treaties  on  the  Divine  Govern¬ 
ment,  to  contain  200  or  250, 12  mo.  pages,  at  50 
cts.  in  boards ;  and  wishes  us  to  express  an  opin- 
ioit  of  its  aceeptance  with  the  public  in  our  re¬ 
gion.  We  cannot  say  with  what  acceptance  it 
would  meet;  but  we  think  it  would  be  loell  accept¬ 
ed.  It  is  certainly  a  meritorious  work;  and  as  it 
nhjrer  has  been,  it  ought  to  be  published  in  this 
country. 

A  highly  esteemed  friend  and  brother  nr  New- 
England  expresses  an  ardent  wish  that  our 

Solemn  appeal  to  all  Universalistt,"  which  was 
published  in  the  2d  vol.  of  the  Evangelical  Mag¬ 
azine,  should  be  republished  in  the  form  of  a 
pamphlet  or  tract ;  and  says  he  would  take  50 
or  100  copies  of  them,  if  it  should  be  done.  If 
our  friends  generally  will  express  their  wishes 
to  this  effect,  and  should  wrder  lOOO  copies  of  it 
between  this  and  the  1st  of  June  next,  it  shall 
be  reprinted  according  to  the  request  of  our 
friend  in  New-England.  In  this  case  we  should 
wish  to  include  with  it  enough  of  the  “Appeal  to 
all  Liberal  Christians,”  which  accompanied  it,  to 
make  a  pamphlet  of  24  Duo-decimo  pages,  and 
could  probably  afford  them  at  6  cents  single,  60 
cents  per  dozen,  or  f  3  per  hundred. 

We  are  happy  to  learn  that  a  New  Universal- 
isi  Society  has  recently  been  organised  (9th  of 
Feb.  last)  in  the  town  of  Russia,  Herkimer  Co. 
and  embraces  some  of  the  most  respectable  and 
influential  citizens  of  the  town.  They  own  a 
considerable  part  of  the  Meeting  House  in  that 
town,  and  arc  supplied,  we  believe,  once  a  month, 
with  preaching  by  Br.  G.  Messinger. 

Br.  Messinger  likewise  preaches  once  a  month, 
at  Middleville  in  Fairfield,  where  a  very  neat  and 
commodious  Church  was  reared  and  completed 
last  summer,  built  by  Universalists,  Episcopa- 
iians.  Baptists,  and  others.  The  Universalists  we 
believe,  own  about  one  third  of  the  House. 

In  Salisbury,  where  Br.  M.  preaches  a  part  of 


the  time,  we  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  Univer¬ 
salists  eontenrplate  soon  to  erect  a  House  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Worship.  We  bid  them  *‘God  speed.” 

A  Univcrsalist  Society  has  recently  been  orga- 
ised  in  New  Rowley,  Mass. 

To  readers  and  Correspondents, — “J.  S.  Mitch¬ 
ell,”  the  article  on  “miracles,”  the  one  on 
“Spring,”  Br.  W.  1.  Reese’s  “Inquiry”  &c.  shall, 
with  several  other  articles  on  hand,  have  a  place 
in  our  nc.xt.  Br.  Reese’s  4  Sermons  on  the  Au¬ 
thenticity  of  the  Scriptures  &c.  will  be  gratefully 
received  by  the  first  safe  conveyance. 

Several  articles  of  original  poetry  have  been 
received,  but  we  doubt  whether  any  of  them,  ex¬ 
cept  one  from  “Riley,”  would  be  acceptable  to 
our  readers  without  more  alterations  than  weei- 
ther  feel  authorised,  or  have  time  to  make.  Po¬ 
etry,  to  be  good,  must  not  only  make  good  sense, 
but  good  measure  and  flow  in  smoothe  numbers. 

The  conclusion  of  “Louisa”  is  necessarily  post¬ 
poned  for  want  of  room. 

NOTICES.  I 

The  Universalist  Convention  of  the  State  of 
New-York,  will  be  holden  in  Utica  on  the  2d 
W ednesday  (13th  day)  of  May  next.  A  punc-  j 
tual  attendance  of  Delegates,  ministers  and  lay¬ 
men,  is  requested. 

Public  service  will  be  attended  on  that  day  at 
the  Court  House  in  this  village.  Merning  ser¬ 
vice  will  commence  at  half  past  10  o’clock. 

The  New-Hampshire  Association  of  Universa¬ 
lists  will  hold  its  annual  session  in  Sutton  N.  H. 
on  the  last  Monday  &  Tuesday  in  May  next. — 
The  first  day  the  meeting  will  be  held  in  the 
-Vbrtk  Meeting  House;  and  in  the  South  on  the 
second. 


The  Central  Association  of  Universalists  in 
this  State  will  be  holden  at  Warren  Herkimer! 
Co.  on  the  first  Wednerday  &  Thursday  3d  and 
4th  days  of  June  next. 

The  Black  River  Association  will  be  holden  at 
Rutland,  Jefferson  Co.  on  the  2d  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  (10th  and  11th  days;)  and  the 
Conventional  Association  at  New  Port,  Herki¬ 
mer  Co.  on  the  3d  Wednesday  and  Thursday  (17 
and  18  days)  of  June  next. 

In  consequence  of  having  received  information 
that  Br.  Stephen  R.  Smith  cannot  fulfill  the  ap¬ 
pointment  made  for  him  at  Middleville  next  Sab¬ 
bath,  (to-morrow,)  the  Editor  of  this  paper  will 
preach  at  that  place.  Consequently  there  will 
i  br  no  meeting  at  the  Court  House  in  this  village 
to-morrow. 


Our  village  subscribers  who  change  their  place 
of  residence  on  the  first  of  May,  are  requested  to 
give  notice  of  the  same  and  designate  their  fu¬ 
ture  residence,  to  our  carrier,  Mr.  Rounds. 

The  Editor  ef  this  paper  will  remove  on  the  1st 
of  May  from  his  present  residence  on  Elizabeth 
street,  to  thehouseof  Mr.  Saumet  (yellow bouse, 
green  blinds)  on  Burnet-st. 


Our  Subscribers  for  the  2d  or  for  the  1st  and 
2d  vols.  of  the  Msg^zine  who  wish  to  have  tbsir 


papers  bound,  will  please  lesve  them  with  Ihs 
Editor,  between  this  and  the  middle  of  May;  and 
they  shall  be  handsomely  bound  and  lettered 
with  leather  backs  and  corners,  for  40  cents 
each.  ■■  - 

The  following  communication  from  **  Mafli- 
etes”  was  received  some  weeks  iince,  and 
had  g^ven  notice  that  the  writer  must  excuse  us 
for  not  inserting  it.  Since  which  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  him  a  very  bitter  complaint,  as  tho' 
his  reputation  was  injured  by  its  soppressioq,. 
and  an  imperious  demand  for  its  insertion.  But 
we  can  assure  the  writer  that  it  was  purely  froth 
motives  of  friendship  to  Irim,  that  we  chose  no^ 
to  publish  this  article.  Seeing  so  “  great  a  fall¬ 
ing  off’’  between  the  merits  of  his  former  com¬ 
munications,  (see  Evangelical  Magazine,  vol, 
2d,  Nos.  10, 13,  19,  20,)  and  this,  and  knowing 
be  was  about  leaving  this  section  of  country,  we 
were  satisfied  he  would  leave  the  field  with  much 
more  honor  without,  than  with,  the  publication 
of  this  piece.  The  style  of  this  is  greatly  inferior 
to  bis  former  productions.  The  charge  of  40- 
phislry  it  contains  comes  with  an  ill  grace  from 
one  who  makes  so  free  a  use  of  that  ingredient, 
himself.  There  is  however  one  trait  of  origih- 
ality  in  the  article  which  we  were  hardly  pre¬ 
pared  to  expect  from  a  Baptist  minister:— 
viz.  the  idea  that  crime,  in  itself  considered, 
is  the  procurer  of  great  blessings.  Now  tee,  Uni¬ 
versalists,  (poor  deluded  souls)  had  always  sup¬ 
posed  that  the  wickedness  of  sinners  perverted 
those  things  that  were  naturally  blessings,  into 
curses;  or,  at  least,  would  not  admit  them  to  fie 
enjoyed,  till  they  were  prepared  for  their  true 
relish,  by  a  proper  chastening  or  discipline  of 
their  hearts.  Query:  If  crimes  procure  real 
blessingfs,  will  “  Mathetes”  feel  willing  to  ITv 
the  experiment  of  procuring  them  in  this  wayf 
We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  prophet’s  declar¬ 
ation,  “  The  way  of  transgressors  is  hard,’’ will 
ever  bold  true.  As  to  mixing  “  interpolations” 
with  “  Matbetes's”  writings,  we  have  never  done 
it,  except  barely  to  insert  a  plain  answer,  affir¬ 
mative  or  negative,  to  his  questions,  in  order  (o 
save  room,  and  then  hzre  always  included  them 
in  brackets  to  distinguish  them  from  bis.  Hid 
the  following,  or  a  similar  production,  come 
from  a  Universalist,  we  should  both  “  in  jtuiue 
and  merejf  to  the  writer,  have  suppressed  it. 
But  in  this  case  we  yield  to  the  demand  of  the 
writer  rather  than  the  desert  of  the  writing,  ob¬ 
serving  that  if  this  had  possessed  one  half  of  the 
merits  of  his  former  productions,  we  should  bare 
deemed  it  worthy  of  a  formal  reply. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Mr.  Skinner — 1  have  no  objections  to 
your  appending  notes  to  my  conununica- 
tions,  by  way  of  reply,  either  brief  or 
lengthy,  if  you  will  not  mix  interpolations 
of  your  own — I  wish  them  to  appear  unfet*- 
tered  and  unmasked.  It  must  be  admitted 
that  you  have  a  very  short  and  convenient 
way  of  supporting  your  sentiments.  Those 
\vho  differ  fropa  you^  5ee  the  truth  only 
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through  the  deceptive  medium  of  tradition 
or  superstition ;  but  you,  and  those  who 
have  embraced  the  dogmas  which  you  pro¬ 
fess,  a  favored  and  enlightened  few,  be¬ 
hold  objects  in  a  clear  and  proper  light. — 
This  is  but  a  short  cut  to  infalibility.  But 
whether  you  have  escaped  the  meshes  of 
superstition,  or  whether  only  our  senti- 
raeats  are  the  offspring  of  tradition,  may 
be  left  to  the  decision  of  the  impartial. — 
Which  of  us  is  most  willing  to  bear  the 
rest  of  rigid  and  impartial  examination,  oth¬ 
ers  may  determine.  That  the  volume  of 
nature  teaches  the  doctrine  of  Universal- 
ism,  is  not  so  manifest.  We  see  an  im¬ 
mense  variety  of  suffering  in  this  world  ; 
and  it  must  certainly  be  a  very  sage  con¬ 
clusion  to  infer  that  there  will  be  univer¬ 
sal  happiness  in  the  next. 

I  have  nowhere  denied  that  sinners  are 
saved  from  a  deserved  punishment,  but 
have  expressly  maintained  it ;  neither  have 
I  maintained  that  the  term  salvation  neces¬ 
sarily  implied  deserved  punishment*,  con¬ 
sequently,  your  similitudes,  drawn  from 
the  Israelites  and  our  patriot  sires,  were 
not  to  the  point.  •  But  I  have  said,  and  a- 
gain  say,  that  the  term  salvation  does,  ne- 
fcssarili/y  imply  a  deliverance  from  impen¬ 
ding  evil,  or  evil  to  which  one  is  exposed, 
and  that  the  evil  from  which  sinners  are 
saved,  and  to  which  they  are  dangerously 
exposed,  is  one  which  they  richly  deserve. 
'I'hat  they  are  not  saved  from  evils  which 
they  hate  suffered,  is  evident,  because  they 
are  past — that  they  are  not  saved  or  deliv¬ 
ered  from  evils  which  they  now  experi¬ 
ence,  is  plain,  because  they  suffer  them — 
and  to  say  that  they  are  saved  from  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  evils  under  which  they  now 
labor,  when  they  are  not  exposed  to  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  them,  is  to  speak  unintelligi¬ 
bly.  Our  only  alternative  then  is,  that 
sinners  are  saved  from  future  evils  to  which 
they  are  exposed ; — and  as  God  is  just, 
therefore,  they  are  exposed  to  no  evils  on¬ 
ly  such  as  they  justly  deserve.  To  evade 
this  position,  you  have  asserted  that  pardon 
and  forgiveness  do  not  imply  a  discharge 
from  merited  punishment ;  and  in  order  to 
establish  your  hypothesis,  you  have  refer¬ 
red  me  to  Joseph’s  brethren.  It  is  true 
that  Joseph  pardoned  them,  for  this  good 
reason,  he  did  not  see  tit  to  punish  them ; 
hut  God  punished  them,  because  he  did 
not  see  fit  to  pardon  them.  AVill  you  tell 
me  in  what  forgiveness  does  consist  ^ 

If  the  salvation  of  sinners  from  deserving 
punishment  be,  as  you  maintain,  an  act  of 
mercy,  then  wk  justice,  they  might  be  left 
to  sin  and  suffer,  ad  infinitum.  To  avoid 
this  conclusion,  you  have  had  recourse  to 
the  grossest  sophism — have  asserted  that  it 
would  be  unjust  to  make  such  a  eonclu- 
sibn,  because  there  would  be  neither  jus¬ 
tice  or  mercy  in  God  to  perpetuate  the  ex- 
steftce,  sin  aftd  misery  of  the  sinper,  plain¬ 


ly  intimating  that  I  supposed  it  would  be 
just  in  God  to  punish  the  sinner  while  he 
continued  to  sin,  although  his  sins  were 
involuntary.  Such  a  sentiment,  sir,  you 
know  I  have  never  advanced ;  and  for  you 
to  endeavor  to  persuade  your  readers  that 
such  were  my  sentiments,  and  thus  warp 
their  judgments  and  prejudice  them  against 
an  impartial  hearing,  certainly  betrayed 
the  most  pitiable  weakness,  and  a  desire 
to  support  a  tottering  cause,  although  it  be 
at  the  expense  of  truth. 

You  farther  say  that  I  have  concluded, 
that  ‘‘all  the  arguments  drawn  from  the 
mercy  of  God  against  endless  punishment 
have  no  force,  because  his  mercy  prompts 
him  to  direct  all  punishment  to  a  bemfi- 
cent  end.”  I  am  sorry,  sir,  to  be  under 
the  necessity  of  correcting  so  many  mis¬ 
takes  of  this  description.  A  few  more 
such  blunders  would  lead  me  to  conclude 
that  they  originated  in  some  defect  of  the 
heart,  and  not  of  the  head.  My  argument 
was  this ;  If  it  is  an  act  of  mercy,  or  unde¬ 
served  favor,  that  sinners  are  saved  from 
deserving  punishment,  then,  in  justice, 
they  might  be  left  to  sin  forever,  and  so  to 
deserve  and  suffer  endless  misery.  On 
your  own  hypothesis,  mercy  and  justice  are 
never  at  variance.  Therefore,  it  is  not  in¬ 
consistent  with  the  mercy  of  God  that  the 
sinner  be  left  to  sin  and  suffer  forever. — 
And  if  endless  punishment  be  not  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  mercy  of  God,  therefore, 
all  the  arguments  drawn  from  the  mercy 
of  God  against  endless  punishment,  have 
no  force.  This  was  my  hypothesis,  it 
bears  no  resemblance  to  yours.  It  is  easy 
to  build  a  man  of  straw  and  kick  it  over. 
Truth  is  plain — it  bears  down  all  opposi¬ 
tion.  Circuitous  and  intricate  are  the  paths 
of  error.  Errorists  resemble  meteors — 
they  occasionally  approach  the  Bible,  the 
sun  and  the  centre  of  light  and  truth,  and 
then  fly  off  into  an  everlasting  aphelion 

That  “qf/  repeated,^'  though  not  oft  refu¬ 
ted  position,  that,  on  your  hypothesis,  sin¬ 
ners  “deserve  to  be  punished  more  favora¬ 
bly  than  they  deserve,”  seems  to  be,  to 
you,  a  very  grievous  perplexity.  I  am 
not  very  much  surprised  that  you  are  un¬ 
willing  to  defend  such  jarring  absurdities 
— a  system  composed  of  such  conflicting 
parts.  You  have,  however,  as  a  dernier 
resort,  when  other  helps  have  proved 
treacherous,  sought  relief  in  the  case  of 
Joseph’s  brethren.  It  is  true  they  deser¬ 
ved  and  suffered  much,  as  a  punishment 
for  their  crimes — but  in  order  to  help  you 
in  your  present  trouble,  the  blessing  which 
followed,  ought  to  have  been  the  result  of 
the  punishment  which  they  suffered,  and 
not  the  crime  which  they  committed.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  your  sentiments,  sinners  are  pre¬ 
pared  for  heaven,  not  by  the  commission  of 
crimes,  but  by  the  punishment  which  they 
receive— ])ut  in  the  case  qf  Joseph’s  bret  h 


ren,  the  blessing  which  resulted  to  them, 
was  the  result  of  the  crime  itself,  and  neft 
of  the  /ear  and  remorse  which  they  suffer¬ 
ed  as  a  punishment.  And  so  the  same  “o/C 
repeated’'*  contradictory  conclusion  returns 
with  all  its  force.  It  would  be  a  great 
pleasure  to  me  to  notice  all  your  reply,  and 
to  continue  this  correspondence  longer; 
but  as  I  am  about  to  leave  my  present  re¬ 
sidence,  and  remove  some  hundred  miles 
distant,  1  shall  be  unable  to  defray  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  a  correspondence.  Let  us,  hovv- 
ever,  bring  all  our  sentiments  to  the  test 
of  inspiration,  “prove  all  things,  and  hold 
fast  that  which  is  good.”  If  I  have  done 
well,  and  as  is  fitting  the  story,  it  is  that 
which  I  desired :  but  if  slenderly  and 
meanly,  H  is  that  which  I  could  attain  un¬ 
to.  For  as  it  is  hurtful  to  drink  wine  or 
water  alone ;  and  as  wine  mingled  with 
water  is  pleasant,  and  delighteth  the  taste  : 
even  so  speech,  finely  framed,  delighteth 
the  ears  of  them  that  read  the  story.  And 
here  shall  be  an  end. 

•  Yours  wfth  much  esteem, 

MATHETEP. 


Conversion  to  the  truth 
Extract  of  a  letter  to  the  Editor,  from  a 
friend  in  Nankin. 

Dear  Sir — I  here  send  you  my  own 
name,  together  with  two  others  as  subscri¬ 
bers  for  the  third  volume  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Magazine.  We  shall  endeavor  to  ob¬ 
tain  more  subscribers  and  forward  the  sub¬ 
scription  money  as  soon  as  the  1st  of  June 
next.  Having  had  access  to  your  columns 
the  year  past,  I  feel  very  much  pleased 
with  the  doctrine  of  the  Gospel  taught 
therein  ;  which  I  trust  has  given  me  en¬ 
larged  A-iews  of  that  God  who  is  “good  to 
all  and  whose  tender  mercies  are  over  all 
his  works.”  Having  fonndHy  been  shut 
up  in  the  dungeon  of  modem  Orthodoxy, 
and  under  the  key  of  Calvinism,  I  have 
been,  as  it  were,  benumbed,  and  my  feel¬ 
ings  limited  to  the  faith  I  once  believed*. 
But  thanks  be  to  God,  who  I  trust  has 
wrought  that  in  my  mind  which  is  mpre 
like  himself.  ’ 

Once  a  Baptist  but  now  a  UniversaHst. 


Married. — In  Deerfield  on  Sunday  evening 
last,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  Mr.  Jacob  C.  Sj^ce 
of  this  village,  to  Miss.  ClariataFootoftbefonner 
place. 

In  New-York,  on  the  13th  mat.  by  tha  Rev.  Dr. 
Spring,  Mr.  Truman  Parmcle,  merchant,  (of  the 
firm  of  Parmele  &  Brayten,  of  this  village,)  to  Mias 
Helen,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Jonas  Platt. 


DIED. 

IntVhitcstown,20th  inst.  of  consumption,  Mrs. 
Simmons,  consort  of  Mr.  Morris  Siromona  aged 
28. 

In  this  village,  Franklin,  Son  of  Mr.  CShrlha 
Flint,  aged  7  yeara. 

In  this  village,  on  the  15th  illst.  Mrs. 
Rowe,  wife  of  Chaoncey  J[\owg. 
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IPoetUal  Stpartmftit. 

LANDING  OP  THE  PILGRIMS. 

,  BT  Mm.  REMAirS. 

The  breakiiig  wares  dash’d  high 
On  a  stern  and  rock-bound  eoaat. 

And  the  woods  against  a  stormy  sky, 

Their  giant  bnmches  toss’d; — 

And  the  heary  night  hnnr  dark 
The  bills  and  waters  o’er. 

When  a  band  of  exiles  moor’d  their  bark 
By  the  wild  NeW'Elngtand  shore. 

Not  as  the  conqueror  comes, 

They,  the  true  hearted,  came; 

Not  with  the  roU  of  the  stirring  drums, 

And  the  trumpet  t^t  sings  of  fame; — 

Not  as  the  flying  come. 

In  silence  and  in  fear — 

They  shook  the  depths  of  the  desert’s  gloom. 
With  their  hymns  of  lofty  cheer! 

Amidst  the  storm  they  sang! 

And  the  stars  heard,  and  the  sea',, . 

\nd  the  sounding  isles  of  the  dim  woods  t  ang 
To  the  anthem  of  the  free ! 

The  ocean  eagle  soar’d 
From  his  nest  by  the  white  wares’  foam, 
And  the  rocking  pines  of  the  forest  roar’d — 
This  was  their  welcome  home. 

There  were  men  srith  hoary  hair. 

Amidst  that  pilgrim  band— 

Why  had  they  come  to  wither  there,  , 

Away  from  their  childhood’s  land  l 
There  was  woman’s  fearless  eye. 

Lit  by  ber  deep  lore’s  truth; 

There  was  manhood’s  brow  serenely  high, 

.\nd  the  fiery  heart  of  youth. 

What  sought  they  thus  afarl 
Bright  jewels  of  the  minel 
The  wealth  of  seas'!  the  spoils  of  warl— 

They  sought  a  faith’s  pure  shrine ! 

Ay,  call  it  holy  ground. 

The  soil  where  first  they  trod! 

They  hare  left  nnstsun’d  what  there  they  found : 
Freedom  to  worship  God. 


ORIGINAL  ANECDOTE~A  Fact. 

A  preacher  of  the  deDomination  of  Unirersal. 
i&ts  was  once  trarelling  in  the  western  part  of 
this  state,  when  he  called  at  a  public  bouse  for 
/efresbment.  Being  seated  in  a  room  where 
were  setreral  young  people  of  various  religious 
views, there  came  in  a  pompous  young  fellow  who 
bad  lately  become  a  convert,  and  joined  the 
Presbyterian  church.  If*  held  in  bis  band  a 
luHsel-nut ;  and  mitb  much  seeming  dignity  be 
saya,  **  now  gentlemen,  by  this  nut  I  will  show 
you  three  diilerent  kinds  of doctrine— the  shough, 
or  outer  shell,  I  will  call  Universalism ;  that  is 
good  for  nothing.”  So  saying  be  pulled  it  off 
and  threw  it  into  the  fire — then  laying  his  finger 
on  the  inner  shell,  ”  this,”  said  be,  ”  I  will  call 
tbo  Methodist  doctrine — this  also  is  good  for  no¬ 
thing.”  Then  taking  a  hammer  to  crack  the 
nut,  be  says,  ”  oow  I  will  show  you  my  doctrine,” 
(Presbyterianism.)  So  saying  he  smote  the  nut — 
•  it  opened — when,  lo!  the  meat  bad  perished — 
there  was  nothing  within ! 

REASON  AND  REVELATION. 

Reason  is  revelation’s  elder  brother, 
'rbe  book  of  scripture  is  the  second  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  book  of  nature,  with  most  im¬ 
portant  additions.  Bj  reason  we  disco* 
ver  the  existence  of  and  some  of  his  i 
attributes.  By  reason  we  ascertain  and  | 
are  convinced,  that  the  Bible  is  the  word 


of  God.  Bj  reason  and  common  sense, 
on  a  frequent,careful  and  serious  perusal 
of  the  holy  scriptures,  we  ought  to  satisfy 
our  own  minds  what  are  the  doctrines 
they  contain,  and  the  duties  they  enjoin, 
independent  of  all  catechisms,  creeds 
and  commandments  of  uninspired  men, 
of  whatever  sect  or  denomination.  When 
this  searching  of  the  scriptures  shall  more 
generally  prevail  we  way  reasonably  ex- 
ect,  that  Christians  will  more  generally 
armonize  in  opinion  and  practice. 


OBITUARY. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

ANOTHER  TRIUMPH. 

DIED— In  Madison,  on  Sunday  morning, 
March  22d,  of  a  consumption,  Mrs.  Sally  Wood- 
hull,  consort  to  Mr.  Stephen  Woodhull,  aged  34 
years.  Mrs.  W.  was  an  unshaken  believer  in 
the  doctrine  of  ”  the  restoration  of  all  things.” 
Aqd  during  ber  long  and  distressing  sickness, 
although  for  weeks  she  bad  given  up  all  hope  of 
recovery,  and  bid  adieu  to  cveiy  sublunary 
good,  she  was  animated  witli  the  cheering  and 
glorious  prospect  that  she  should  hereaAer  meet 
not  only  her  dearest  relations,  but  every  child 
of  Adam’s  numerous  race,  ”  with  their  rob« 
made  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,”  on  eter¬ 
nal  and  sinless  shores.  And  this  faith  slie  en¬ 
joyed  to  the  last,  notwithstanding  she  was  visited 
by  a  neighboring  clergyman  of  the  Presbyterian 
o.-^er,  who  doubtless  from  the  purest  motives, 
sought  to  shake  the  foundation  of  her  hope.— 
Still  her  faith,  through  Jesus,  rose  to  God,  and 
her  well  grounded  hope  exak^  her  to  view  the 
wasting  springs  of  life  with  the  most  perfect  and 
cheerful  resignation. 

About  two  weeks  before  ber  death  she  express¬ 
ed  a  strong  desire  to  see  the  writer  of  this  arti¬ 
cle.  Her  husband  came  for  me — and  I  accord* 
ingly  made  ber  a  visit ;  and  subsequently  another. 
In  her  I  beheld  the  most  perfect  model  of  Chris¬ 
tian  meekness  and  scsignation.  Not  a  sigh — 
not  a  groan — not  a  fear !  She  bad  already  taken 
her  station  above  this  world  of  wo,  and  only  was 
solicitous  to  drop  ber  mortal  mantle. 

She  requested  me,  herself,  to  attend  and 
preach  her  funeral  sermon,  and  with  as  much 
cheerfulness  and  ease  as  she  would  have  invited 
me  to  a  banquet. 

Her  life  was  virtuous,  and  the  last  part  of  it 
particularly,  devotional.  She  was  esteemed  by 
all,  and  tenderly  beloved  by  her  friends.  Al* 
though  ber  relatives  enjoy  the  unspeakable  con¬ 
solation  of  believing  tliat  her  change  is  infinite¬ 
ly  to  ber  advantage  and  glory,  yet  they  mouro 
the  irreparable  loss  of  an  amiable  and  faithful 
wife — a  fond  and  tender  mother,  (for  she  had  one 
little  son,]— a  dutiful  and  pious  child — and  an 
obliging  and  affectionate  sister.  And  her  ac¬ 
quaintance  can  never  forget  her  voice  of  friend¬ 
ship,  nor  her  deeds  of  kindness. 

Let  it  no  longer  be  said  that  the  doctrine  of 
universal  grace,  can  give  no  consolation  in  the 
hour  of  dissolution.  Although  she  had  loug  been 
established  in  the  faith,  yet  she  said  to  me,  that 
she  never  till  now  realised  the  value  of  it — that 
slio  looked  forward,  sbe  feared,  with  too  much 
impatience  to  the  time  of  her  change — and  in¬ 
quired  of  ber  mother,  if  it  were  sinful  to  want  to 
die! 

O  that  God  would  grant  success  to  that  doc¬ 
trine  which  thus  disarms  the  soul  of  its  weapons 


of  rebellion,  emancipates  it  from  many  a  fear, 
and  crowns  it  with  the  richest  joy.  N.  S. 


AND  ANOTHER. 

DIED — On  the  morning  of  the  17tb  ult.  Mrs. 
LroiA  Eatoiv,  consort  of  Mr.  John  Eaton,  of 
the  town  of  Willet,  in  the  44th  year  of  her  age 
Mrs.  Eaton  had  not  united  with  any  religious 
order,  nor  had  she  made  any  open  profession  of 
religion.  But  for  a  few  years  past  she  has  had 
the  privilege  of  hearing  the  doctrine  of  God’s 
impartial  grace,  and  with  pleasure  received  its 
consoling  truths.  She  feiecame  a  firm  believer 
in  the  salvation  of  all  mankind  from  sio  and 
moral  death,  and  was  made  to  rejoice  in  the 
bright  prospects  of  life  and  immortality  beyond 
the  grave.  Her  life  has  been  marked  with  the 
strictest  morality,  virtue  and  tendernes*;  be¬ 
loved  by  her  family  and  respected  by  ber  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Her  last  sickness  she  here  with 
Christian  fortitude  and  resignation.  Her  soul 
brightened  in  the  prospect  of  ber  dissolution. 
In  her  last  moments  sbe  was  collected,  and  had 
ber  reason  entire.  She  conversed  freely  with  her 
children,  and  friends  and  neighbors  tliat  were 
present,  g^ve  some  directions  to  her  companion, 
relative  to  their  children,  and  requested  that  the 
writer  of  this  article  should  attend  her  funeral 
solemnities.  Sbe  then  bid  them  all  affectionate¬ 
ly  farewell,  and  then  observed  that  she  should 
soon  be  with  her  Father  in  heaven.  Thus  prov¬ 
ing  to  those  present,  that  the  doctrine  of  God’s 
universal  go^ness,  was  a  foundation  on  which 
she  could  vepose  with  confidence,  even  in  the 
hour  of  death.  In  the  death  of  Mre.  Eaton,  her 
husband  has  lost  an  affectionate  companion,  ber 
children  a  tender  and  indulgent  mother,  her  mu- 
tber  a  dutiful  and  loving  daughter,  and  society 
one  of  its  brightest  ornaments. 

SALMON  ADAMS. 

Smitbville,  March  24th,  1839. 

In  this  village,  on  the  13tb  inst.  an  infant  son 
of  Mr.  Ira  Chase. 

On  the  17th  inst.  Cornelia  Jennett,  daughter 
j  of  widow  Asenath  Allyn,  aged  23  years. 
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